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President’s Report - John Brownrigg - March 2022 

 

I hope you are all safe and well. Our general meeting (for those who didn’t attend) was on Sunday 
6th March, followed by a BBQ. We had a good turnout, and it appears that more people are 
comfortable with a Sunday meeting than night times. 
To the many people who assisted with the BBQ, my thanks, it ran like a well oiled machine. 
 
Speaking of machines, you may have seen the new 20” thicknesser and the 26” double drum 
sander in the workshop. Rodney Wainwright is coming up to wire the 15 amp sockets and we hope 
the machines will be in place soon. Charlie has asked for some people to assist with siting them, 
this week with luck. We picked them up from Timbecon on Colin’s trailer, as the mysteriously lost 
sander which disappeared last year once we’d paid for it, magically turned up when we ordered the 
thicknesser. We didn’t want the sander to escape captivity again. A raft of volunteers was on hand 
at the club to help us offload, so thanks to all of those who assisted. There was definitely no 
shortage of advice. Anyway, we got it done and now we’re close to operational. We need to fill the 
old outlet holes from the past systems, so if you have a minute, come on down when we moving 
machines and we’ll fix them. 
 
We hope to have the full suite of events this year (Whittlesea Show, Eltham Festival, Wattle 
Festival, Healthability etc.) so I hope you’re all beavering away on display/sale pieces, and I look 
forward to seeing you all at the Club rooms. 
  
The current month’s workshop schedule is attached. It is close to complete as we have had a few 
personnel changes, but the basics will remain the same. I hope to get the April sheet out before the 
end of the month once I have settled the staffing, and once that’s  done updates should be easy to 
do and easy to follow. The old style block session list still works, but this sheet let’s you know who 
will run the session. 
 
Please let me know if there are Club issues which you think need to be dealt with. Until then, keep 
making sawdust and be sure to read John Winkett’s article. 
 
Regards, 
John Brownrigg 
0409 145516 
 

Around the Workshop    March 2022 – Charles Camera 

Our drum sander that we were advised 

had gone out to the supplier’s delivery 

contractor on the 18th of November 

somehow magically reappeared in their 

store a couple of weeks ago. Given the 

size and weight we really do not think 

that it has been blowing around in the 

wind all that time!  The sander and our 

new thicknesser are now in the club 

house and ready for installation, which 

includes upgrading the mains power in 

the bandsaw room.  The weight of both 

units presented some serious difficulties 

with manhandling on arrival at the club 

house but a dedicated group of 

volunteers quickly learned the art 

practiced by riggers and we managed to 

get them into the work areas without killing or maiming anyone.   



The new thicknesser has a width of 508 mm (20 inch) and far more power which addresses the limitations 

often experienced with the old unit.  The drum sander will be strictly for flattening and finish sanding but 

not for thicknessing. The operating procedure for the thicknesser will be largely the same as the old unit 

and should not present any issues.  Operation of the drum sander will be strictly controlled and restricted at 

first as these units are by nature very prone to accidental misuse.  A procedure for it’s proper operation will 

be developed and a training program will be mounted to ensure that we always have trained operators on 

hand when it is being used.   

 We have had some difficulties with both handsaws during the month.  Several members reported  that the 

almost new blade on the large bandsaw was totally blunted and unusable.  The cause was found to be that, 

somehow, the tyre on the upper wheel had been stripped off and the blade / teeth were contacting the steel 

rim!  This is most disappointing as a large amount of rubber coming off would have hardly escaped notice 

and would have been hard to “disposed of “without trace”.  Separately the blade on the “small” bandsaw has 

also been badly damaged and warped, possibly because the guides are not suitable for small width blades.  

The upper guide has now been changed back to the Carter unit on hand which is 

marginally better but users are asked to take care.  The small bandsaw is overall 

really not very serviceable for fine blades and will be the subject of further 

consideration for replacement. 

 I have noticed a vacuum jig lying unused in our tool store and wonder if any 

member has any knowledge of it or it’s provenance. More so can anybody advise 

on how useful it might be if we set it up in the sanding room.  The jig is meant to 

hold down work pieces using vacuum (actually an ordinary vacuum cleaner can 

be used).        Minimach vacuum Base 

The top of the jig has cells that are evacuated when the work piece pushes down 

the ball valves so that any size work piece can be anchored down – that is the 

theory anyway.  Here is the manual for anyone really interested.  http://www.trend-

storage.online/productdocuments/inst_mmach.pdf 

 There has been a lot of dust collecting around the dust 

extractor.  The reason is not clear but may be because the 

collecting bin is not being re-installed properly. In particular 

the handle may not be pushed down all the way leaving a gap 

around the rim.  Please check that it is pushed all the way 

down and up to it’s limit of travel. 

Timber flooring - Slocum flooring in Eltham have donated 

some boxes of engineered flooring some of which is still 

available to take home.  There are some boxes out in the dust 

collector enclosure and some next to the sink / sharpening 

station.   

We still have a biscuit cutting machine belonging to John 

Kinrade for sale.  The machine is hardly used and is of quite 

good quality – new price $45 – if interested please contact 

me. 

Charles Camera - Secretary 

 

 

http://www.trend-storage.online/productdocuments/inst_mmach.pdf
http://www.trend-storage.online/productdocuments/inst_mmach.pdf


Mentoring group 

Unfortunately Colin Groves who has been a popular and very helpful mentor is no longer able to help on 

Mondays due to family duties –he has his hands full with grand children.  Nevertheless the group is going 

swimmingly well with many regular and some occasional participants.   

Soo Hoon Chua has rejoined the group and is busy making several projects including a tool caddy.  To make 

the caddy she has been learning to join boards using a biscuit joiner and has discovered the joys of having 

biscuits right in the line of a subsequent cut which exposed the biscuit that should have been hidden.  If 

only I had a dollar for all the times I too have managed the same trick and if you are reading this it is likely 

you too have a grin from past memories. However it is a small glitch for her as she has all the hallmarks of a 

great woodworker. 

 

 

 

 Is Mike Saunders taking lessons from a master in Ramez 

Jzmati or giving advice ? 

 

 

 

Tom Labor using a new technique to accomplish a tricky 

bit of work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Russell Wanklyn with his masterpiece. 

 

 

 

 

Soo Hoon Char 

thicknessing a board – 

next time it will be on our 

new machine 

 



Our proposed extension to the kitchen 

I think we all agree that our existing kitchen/meeting area is totally inadequate. To try and address 

this problem we applied for a Federal Government grant to re-furbish the existing kitchen.  

We were granted $13,000. This was more than enough to achieve what we envisioned and we 

planned out what we would need. This included:- 

 New kitchen 

cabinets. Flat 

Packs from 

Bunnings 

 New and larger 

dishwasher 

 New and larger 

fridge 

 New hot water 

heater 

 New mugs, plates 

and cutlery 

 A contingency 

amount to cover plumbing and electrical 

We had already begun the purchase of the above items when my contact at Nillumbik Council 

suggested that the Council consider an extension to the kitchen area 

They have paid for a set of drawings of the proposal (see below) which shows the extension area as 

7m x 5m. This space creates a spacious lounge/kitchen area. 

This proposal has now been put to the full Council who has approved it in principle. 

This is a great step forward, as without Council approval the proposal would be a “dead duck” 

Council is now following due process to identify a funding source for the work. This could take a 

few months and may include funds from the Feds. Council will be funding the build and we will 

contribute all our new kitchen cabinets etc. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Council 

building department has requested 

engineer’s specs and other technical 

issues. 

This is a great step forward for the club 

and will give us an appropriate area for 

morning teas and other meetings. 

We just have to have patience as the 

bureaucracy moves very slowly! ! 

John Winkett on behalf of the 

Futures Committee 



BOWLS: Colin Groves 
Over the past weeks I have made a number of bowls. I 
will mention two in particular that I have produced. 
The first is a dip tray made out of Blackwood and 
finished with a food safe mineral oil. 
It is about 200mm diameter and about 70 mm in depth. 
The central section is for the dip, with dry biscuits on 
the outside. 
Blackwood is a very good wood to work with, but care 
has to be taken when finishing as it is a quite dark wood. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Secondly a friend who is in the Signals unit based at 
Watsonia wanted a bowl that he could place on his desk 
to hold apples - a fruit bowl. 
I produced the bowl as shown. 
It is made out of mahogany (of the eucalyptus variety) 
and is very hard. The bowl is about 200mm diameter 
and of a similar depth. 
It is also finished with a food safe mineral oil. 
 

Colin Groves 

 

Show and Tell 

 

 

“The Thing” 

This is the item I had for show and tell at the March general 

meeting.  I'm not sure what it is called but it is made with 

European Beech and was a lot of fun. 

David Green 

 

A turned pen made by Charles Camera using olive wood from the Shepparton area. 

 

 

 

 



 

Two fine pieces of work by Smiljan Kostic. 

At left is a Croatian Wedding Bottle case in pine, and below 

are two views of a jewelry box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Afternoon Turning, February – Steve Hood 

We welcome a new club member to turning this month, Frits Ibsen, Frits is just down from 

Queensland, just missed all the rain, and is an experienced turner with a background in abrasives 

on which he’s very knowledgeable, very handy around a bunch of turners trying to eliminate 

sanding marks. 

Apart from Frits’s joining nothing much has changed, unless of course you count the knocked 

down kitchen that’s not getting in the way at all, no, not even a little bit!  

Tony spent the last days turning perfecting a tippy top which is basically a child's spinning top 

which is spun on the table as you would expect but then flips itself over and sits up, while still 

spinning, onto it’s handle. Amazing to see and an excellent bit of turning. Quite funny though, 

when first finished it spun and sat up like a beauty, once Tony polished the outside it must have 

changed the centre of gravity slightly and he had the devils own job getting it to work for a photo. 

We’ve started taking a look at dust extraction on the lathes 

and it looks like we’re going to go along with the Colac 

Woodies method, thanks to Graham Skinner for the photo’s, 

which as you’ve no doubt seen is merely a 90degree PVC 

elbow held in pace by a couple of Ocky Straps, works well for 

sanding dust, nothings going to catch all the chips a lathe 

generates. The plan is to have a mesh guard fixed to the lathes 

with the dust collection hanging off that, the guards are partly 

made but Covid held us up considerably. 

 

Leopard wood bowl by Frits. Finished with EEE and 

Glow. 

 



Tony’s Tippee (tippy) Top, 

doing  it’s thing. Yes that 

photo’s the  right way up. 

                                                               

 

 

 

Eric Gunstone’s lidded 

box. A work in progress, 

still needs to have the lid 

properly fitted and be 

hollowed out.  

    
   

Lathe dust collection seems to work well. We’ve also 

discovered that opening the vents will take all the dust out of 

the room far better than the overhead extractors. 

Saturday Beginners Turning, February. 

Saturday Beginners Turning is progressing along quite well, with most if not all of the first batch of 

students up to doing their paper towel holder. Will those doing the holder remind me to get 

pictures please? I know I’m going to forget. There’s only a basic bowl to do after that and everyone 

will be onto their P plates and able to operate the club lathes safely. We still have to arrange some 

method of on-going training but I’m sure we can sort something out depending on people’s needs 

and availability.       Steve Hood 

Scroll Sawing, March – Steve Hood 

Once again, no photo’s, sorry but I’ve never been much of a photographer. 

Still quite a small turnout with only our intrepid leader Steve Mitchener, Tony Orbe, Hany 

Elkady and me. Steve was helping another member with his project by cutting out something or 

other on his scroll saw, I’m sure he only charged a moderate fee possibly just an arm but it may 

have been a leg too. Hany worked on something about trivet size with a very involved pattern, he’s 

got a lot of patience. I’m sure when it’s finished he’ll send me a photo (he must know by now I’M 

going to forget). Tony was working on some puzzles, also unfinished, and I was working on a rabbit 

that opens out into a box, a pattern I got off Steve M and it’s – you guessed it – unfinished, I STILL 

haven’t painted the Macaw I cut out last month.  

Steve Hood 

  



More Show and Tell by Maike Pritchard: 

 

All these fantastic 

pyrography and carving 

works are to be displayed 

(and for sale) at the 

Melbourne Flower and 

Garden Show.  

30 March to 3 April 2022 

ROYAL EXHIBITION 

BUILDING 

& CARLTON GARDENS 

 

Early Morning Call       Badgers Creek 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fat Tailed Dunnart        Possums at play 

Present day History 

Whiptail Wallaby 



EDWC Box Making Group, 3rd Saturday, February 2022 

Only a few of us again, probably because people have lost sight of the fact that many woodwork items are 

based on boxes. OK, we may be a little Covid shy still too. 

 Our aim is not only to make great boxes, but also to perfect fine joints. The search will probably be never 

ending, but we’re down the path or the rabbit hole, depending on your view point. 

Steve is back and we, all of us, have a lovely time. It’s informative and fun. 

Steve is known for his sense of humour and sometimes (often) that attitude reflects in his work, not just the 

boxes he makes. He once told me he would NEVER build a box. I didn’t believe it then and I was right. His 

builds many purpose designed boxes for tools, toys and things that need to be carried. 

Steve with Hany, new to boxes but getting up to speed 

quickly.  

You’ll note from the photo that there is strong focus on 

woodworking essentials such as shooting boards for both 

straight cuts and various mitre angles. I like boxes that are more 

pretty than utilitarian, and present commitments have kept me 

away from box making, but I’m back into it and excited. 

The win for me is that I get to learn the skills to make me better 

from Steve and Geoff Oliver. 

 Steve made a tiny box, then a box to put it in, then a box etc…., 

all with different lid styles.  

 

 

 

Come along for boxes. We like it, you might too. 

Important 

That said, I’m away for the next session so if we 

run it, Steve will host it. It’s scheduled for Easter 

Saturday (19th) so the default is that we’ll cancel it unless there is significant interest. Give me a call or text if 

you’d like to attend.     John Brownrigg    0409 145516                                                                              

     Jim’s Boat Building Report: 

 

Hi Frank, 

Sorry, I haven't done much woodwork lately. Instead, I 

took one of my woodworking projects and went sailing. 

Regards, 

Jim Stockton 

 



Carving Group – Alwyn Wainwright 

Friday 4 March 2022     Only three Members in attendance.  Maike was back from a month’s holiday up 

North and David Green and Rod were working on various items. 

Two item that a very creative Maike 

is currently working on. 

 

 

Hoping for a full house next time. 

 

New (and old) members wishing to try 

their skills at carving are most welcome to 

come along. We have some very 

experienced carvers to learn from. 

Alwyn Wainwright 

Club Market Place 

"All items FREE to a good home" 

Unopened print cartridge  
 
 
 Triton saw body (table) with 
accessories. Probably good 
as parts or if you want the 
accessories. Accessories are 
electric plane attachment, 
dust bag and adjustable 
height adaptor. Note: saw not 
included.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mixed bag of mechanical clamps. All working order 

909 Drop Saw 300mm blade. Working condition, but needs love to 

get it back in best order. – Is safe to use and effective on large 

(100mm) cuts.  

All items are free to anyone who wants them. First in first served. Shane Watson  0410 850 074 



EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar: 

Minutes of the Members meeting held on March 6th  at the clubhouse Yarrambat   

Starting at 12:00  

ELTHAM &DISTRICT WOODWORKERS Inc. 

Visitors:-    Russell Shepherd  

Minutes:- Minutes from the Dec Meeting were taken as read.    Moved – C. Camera,  sec.  D. Reid 

Treasurers Report for the months  Dec  21 to Feb 22   and from April 21 to Feb. 22 were presented 

by   P. Davey. 

Accounts are depleted due to capital spending on new equipment and loss of income from Covid shutdowns 

affecting raffle income etc.      Moved   P. Davey,  sec.  J. Winkett 

 Correspondence in – C. Camera stated that correspondence included   communication with  Council 

and Bunnings regarding  kitchen project,  applications for membership from two people, various public 

enquiries regarding commission work and regular bulletins from associate clubs, regulatory authorities and 

general day to day communications.  All associated actions and distribution of correspondence completed 

and there are no notifiable matters. 

Correspondence out -   various as above no outstanding  matters. 



General Business:- 

 J. Winkett presented the Future Committee report that included – purchase of two new 
machines, a thicknesser and drum sander. He further advised that council had approved the 
expansion of our kitchen  which has been submitted to Federal Gov. For sign off.    
Installation of the kitchen cabinets will be done by members and work is being planned. 

 New Machines need to be installed by volunteers – old machines including the dust 
collectors will be sold off (after first  being offered  to members) and an expected return will 
be more than  $2,300 . 

 Some members have inquired about extending sessions and the idea is being considered. 
 Saw dust will continue to be taken away by L. Kruger and no other arrangements are 

needed.  
 Exhibition planning to be put in action by A. Defontaines and members urged to get items 

ready. 
  C. Camera advised members that we have had flooring timber donated by Slocum Flooring  in 

Eltham and all is available to be taken home. 

  D. Mitchell asked for clarification on “associate membership” proposal.  J. Brownrigg will address 

this in conjunction with a special meeting to be held to approve certain changes to the club’s 
constitution. 

Show and Tell 
  D. green showed an Escher like wooden model and Mark Thompson showed his latest guitar 

creation which features 12 strings and made from a variety of woods including Cook Town 
Ironwood, Blackwood, mahogany and birds eye Maple. 
 
Total attendance 28  
 
Meeting ended at 12:48  PM for a BBQ . 

 

**************************************************************************************************** 

 
Newsletter Contributions 

Thank you to: John Brownrigg, Charles Camera, Steve Hood, Jim Stockton, Alwyn Wainwright, Colin 

Groves, Maike Pritchard, David Green, John Winkett and Smiljan Kostic. 

All group leaders and individual members may contribute to the newsletter with any relevant monthly 

group report or items of interest to the club. Please make them brief and include photos where appropriate.    

Show and tell items and Sale items are welcome, with pictures if possible.  

Send to: frankc01@tpg.com.au 

Ph. 0427 964 254 
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