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 Presidents Report:  

Hello All, 

Welcome to Lockdown #6. It is indeed a drag, but being alive and envisioning 

an eventual return to normalcy makes the inconvenience tolerable. 

The hardest part of the lockdowns seems to be that a type of withdrawal from 

the usual community things we accept as normal including it would appear, 

visiting the Club when we are allowed to, has kept many of us home.  We could 

all benefit from continued contact with our friends and colleagues by whatever 

means is available. I guess it’s even possible that people might start to write 

letters again, although that might be “a bridge too far”. 

In place of the August General Meeting, we moved the committee meeting forward to consider several 

urgent issues. 

First, not urgent but important none the less, Aurora Messina has been observing the committee for some 

months, and at the meeting was welcomed as a committee member.  

John Winkett addressed the committee in his role as leader of the Future Group. We discussed the 

renovation of the kitchen, for which John has already secured a grant, as well as the proposed extension to 

the rear of the building to provide a more “social” space for members. John is getting these things designed, 

quoted etc. and will speak with Council on several other issues which need attention. 

The primary purpose of the early meeting was to discuss the possibilities of the Club still running the raffle 

this year and that of a possible staging of the usual exhibition ourselves. The virtues of a virtual exhibition 

were discussed and the concept discarded. The idea of us holding our own exhibition at the Community 

Centre was explored in detail and also discarded as being impractical and extremely risky, given the 

cancellation of the Rotary Eltham Festival again this year.  
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No matter how long we have by way of lead time for the early November dates, recent developments 

indicate that the risk of cancellation is still too strong to challenge, and much work and funding would be 

required to generate anything like the numbers we are used to seeing if we were to hold a “stand alone” 

event. Further, there are Government limits on the number of attendees allowed in venues and exhibition 

sites, with no indication of when those limits might be changed or in which direction that might be. Other 

venues were considered but rejected. 

The decision was taken to postpone the raffle until 2022 at which time we would hope to maximise the 

return from the fabulous array of prizes we have on offer. 

These decisions won’t please everyone, as one might imagine, but we feel the interests of the Club and its 

members are best served by the actions we’ve put in place. 

That’s not where it ends though. We discussed the idea of holding our own exhibition at the Club rooms at 

around the time we would usually display in Eltham, in a smaller, user friendly format that visitors would 

enjoy and which would allow members to sell some items as well. We are exploring means of getting the 

word out to all and sundry, and establishing what we might be allowed to do. Using our own premises gives 

us a degree of flexibility which would suit us I think, but under current conditions we’d still be subject to 

using QR codes to log people in and out, caps on the number of visitors present at any one time and 

probably barriers and signage to control the access of those who attend. 

At the time of writing, the Wattle Festival and the Whittlesea Show are still proceeding, but the Wattle 

Festival is in a severely curtailed format which might put a damper on things. The steam train has been 

cancelled, the main street won’t be blocked off and to attend, customers/attendees need to pre-register for 

tickets on the trybooking web site. I’m not convinced that it will get enough people to be successful.  We 

have committed to attend both events, but I would not be surprised to see one or both cancelled, even 

though it’s only a few weeks until the Wattle Festival is supposed to start. 

So, I know this is not the system we are used to, but times dictate the need to react differently to altered 

circumstances. Your suggestions on how we might make an exhibition at the Club rooms work effectively 

would be welcomed. 

We will advise members of developments as they happen. 

Be safe, stay well. 

Kind regards, 

John Brownrigg 

From the Secretary – Charles Camera 

Around the workshop August 2021 

Not to disappoint anyone I am again starting with the dust extractor saga.  History has taught me that many 

battles were only won after long sieges and dreadful campaigns, and so it is that, fully 145 days after the 

installation of our system commenced, it has come to be …..complete!! Special thanks to Rodney 

Wainwright our electrician, who made numerous trips back and forth to fix a difficult problem with the 

motor controller. It turned out to be due to an incorrectly sized overload switch that had been supplied. 

The dispute with Eziduct regarding unwarranted additional charges over and above the tender price is still 

outstanding and we have now sent a letter of demand seeking a refund. 



Our call to members for help in connecting the ducting to 

machines was answered by a great bunch of enthusiastic 

volunteers who did a really professional looking job.  It was a 

very enjoyable morning and it seems that the most fun we have 

in our club is when we have club activities such as this, the 

sausage sizzle and the exhibitions.  We should do more of it and 

I will flag this as a suggestion to the committee. 

We have now to set up a reliable system to ensure that members 

regularly check and remove sawdust from the bin. This should 

not be a big problem as, unlike the dusty and cumbersome bags 

from our old extractor, the bin is extremely easy to changeover.  

We are sourcing another bin and working out a solution to the 

problem of what to do with the sawdust that we generate.  One 

idea is to put it up for the public to take away for home use. Any 

other ideas are welcome. 

Elsewhere there is some more good news.  The committee has 

ordered a new double drum sander. This will enable sanding 

pieces up to 600 mm wide and near perfect surfaces on end grain.  It will make it easy to produce thin, even 

veneer for box tops and thin sections for musical instruments. It 

is not to be used for thicknessing. Improper use will easily cause 

damage to the drums so users will need to be well trained. 

For some time the committee has been looking at a way to brand 

members’ work with the EDWC logo especially for exhibitions.  

A branding iron was looked at but, with the large reduction in 

the price of laser engravers and their now surprising capabilities, 

it was decided to get one instead. The idea is that, not only can 

items be branded with the club logo, but also members can 

record their own distinctive markings that can be burnt directly 

onto the piece. For large pieces, such as tables and cabinets, it is 

possible to have veneer plaques made up to glue onto them.  The 

machine not only burns, but up to a limit can be programmed to 

also cut – possibly up to 5 mm thick wood – this will allow a 

sheet of veneer to be multiply burned with a series of logos/ 

inscriptions like a sheet of labels and then cut into business card 

like “plaques”.  A demo video can be viewed by clicking here …. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eymTr2uLJd4 

Is anyone able to explain why pencils and pens provided for club use are disappearing at a great rate?  

The other day I was again hard pressed trying to find a pen or pencil anywhere  in the place – this is 

despite the fact that a packet of pens and pencils was put out only a month ago. 

Proposed Guitar factory Tour 
I was recently very fortunate to be invited by John Brownrigg to visit Cole Clark 

guitars in Bayswater.  I was both surprised and amazed at the process whereby tree 

logs, of mostly urban origin stacked outside the factory, together with some 

brought in speciality wood are transformed into exquisite guitars. This happens in 

a tight sequence of work stations snaking around the floor with a mix of automated 

mass production and skilled hand work.  

Cole Clark recovered from near disaster some years ago following a fire, to now be 

in a position of having a huge back log of orders whilst now making several 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eymTr2uLJd4


thousand units per year.  Cole Clark guitars along with the other major Australian maker, Maton, are sold 

around the world. 

John is offering to arrange a tour of Cole Clark or Maton for those even slightly interested in guitar making 

and for anyone that gets pleasure of seeing wood transformed into works of art. 

If interested please log your interest with me. 

A few views around a very busy guitar factory. 

 

**************************************************************************************************** 

We all have difficulty sourcing timber and with current high prices due to a world wide shortage it is a 

particularly pressing issue.  We all know that Bunnings and Mitre 10  sell common species which are not 

usually much good for our needs. Other suppliers such Britons in Dandenong and Matthews in Knoxfield, 

sell high quality but expensive timber in a wide range of types.   

In looking around I have found that several non traditional ways to find good wood are through Face Book 

Market Place  

[ https://www.facebook.com/marketplace?ref=search_bookmark]  

and from small speciality millers. If you join Facebook market place – the more times you look at “timber 

for sale” posts the more clever it gets at working out what you prefer to see and it then feeds lots of usually 

spot on opportunities.  I recently found a seller offering redgum posts – 150 by 150 mm by about 1 metre 

length.  Several members have joined me in checking out this opportunity after the lock down and they have  

more than 4,000 on offer.   Where on earth did they come from I wonder. 

 

 

Now here is another interesting source that is close 

by in Northcote.    

 https://ceresfairwood.org.au/ 

This is a shop to sell timber sourced from farms 

and private properties and has some seemingly 

interesting types ( blackwood) and what appear to 

be reasonable prices. 

 

 Charles Camera 
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“Straight lines are for house builders” - Jim Stockton 

The July edition of the club’s newsletter contained the following, “Jim Stockton makes lots of 

mysterious boat parts including turned items but I have yet to see a boat emerge from the work.” 

Well, as they say in the cooking shows, here’s some I prepared earlier, a rowing skiff, a sailing 

canoe and a beach cruiser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Kelly is also building a boat at present, which explains his recent absence from the workshop. His boat 

uses the stitch and glue method. Because he digitised the plans and cut the components and the building jig 

on a CNC router, all of the pieces came together so precisely that he only had to use one cable tie to align 

one spot on the boat. Which reminds me of a saying among boat builders, “If you can see a straight line on 

the plans, you’ve misread the plans.” 

 

 

The photos show the building jig, the inside of the 

hull after the seams have been taped with 

fibreglass set in resin, the fit out of the inside of 

the hull and the exterior of the hull. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So if you are looking for a challenging project, a 

three dimensional jigsaw puzzle, have a look at the 

website of the Wooden Boat Association of Victoria 

and see what can be done. By the time you finish a 

boat you’ll have used every type of machine in the 

EDWC’s workshop and most of the hand tools. 

Their website is at https://woodenboat.asn.au/  

                                 Jim Stockton 

 

Beginner’s Turning Saturday 31st July – Steve Hood 

Unfortunately we’ve only managed to fit one of these in this month due to only running them on the 

afternoon of Open Workshop Saturdays, we did manage to get one in on Saturday 31st where I, 

unfortunately neglected to take any pictures. Unfortunately, as it was a fifth Saturday only Martin and 

Adrian were able to attend. Martin started us off by showing us a collection of his pens, which you can see 

on the clubs facebook page. They both started working on a bowl from a Cypress Pine fence post and using a 

woodscrew mounted in the chuck managed to get the outside well shaped before we ran out of time. 

Hopefully we can get onto hollowing the inside whenever we’re able to get back into the workshop. 

Thursday Afternoon Turning in July – Steve Hood  

It’s been a pretty quiet month this month, although we have 

managed to meet three times I think. 

Russell has completed his French rolling pin from Mulga 

and is, I believe, at, or almost at, the end of his lathe 

training, Christine still has a couple more lessons to go, we 

just need to get some faceplate work done and that’ll be 

finished. So that’ll be 2 more turners able to use the lathes 

on open workshop days. 

Russell working on a French rolling pin, getting in 

early for Christmas I think.  

https://woodenboat.asn.au/


Eric spent a bit of time making whistles, which he appears to have perfected, I know this because he persists 

in blowing the damn things and they actually work! I believe he’s going to start on ones with a slide in to 

alter the pitch – that’ll be joyous once he starts testing those things around the joint. 

 One of Eric’s whistles, the ‘reed’, if that’s what 

you call it, needs to be cut & glued plus a little               

sanding, but it worked well. Ideal gift for a 

child if you want to annoy the parents. 

 

 

 

Tom’s been working on a lidded box and has branched out 

into a little vase from a West Australian Banksia nut that 

looks pretty good – Banksias have a unique and attractive 

look when they’re turned and polished up. 

And Rod has been putting a lot of time into perfecting 

lidded boxes, getting the lid to fit well – not too tight and 

not to loose – is a skill that takes quite a few attempts to 

get your technique right and Rod’s just about there. He’s 

also been doing a bowl from 

Radiata Pine which is coming up 

nicely despite being launched 

across the workshop after the 

tennon let go in the chuck. Sorry Rod either I didn’t get a picture or I’ve lost it. 

Christine practising her stance while 

also practising beads and coves  

       

   Steve Hood 

 

   

July Carving Report by Alwyn  

We had six Carvers all doing things.  Our projects included Relief Carving – Spoons – an Owl – Nativity 

Wise Man – Knot Carving and a Spirit Man. 

John Leahy arrived a bit later, a nice surprise and sporting a brand new leather apron. 

Neal Hunt also dropped in to say hello after his Bi-pass operation.  Hopefully he will attend the next 

session. 

A good morning was had by all.                        Alwyn Wainwright 

 



That “Steltman chair” – David Green 

You might remember in the June newsletter there was a request from an architect for someone to make a 

chair for him.  I put my hand up and it is now all done and delivered. 

The chair is called a “Steltman chair” and it was a lot of fun making it.  I asked John (that is the name of the 

person who wants it) what type of timber he wanted it made out of.  Originally he said just “hardwood”.  I 

did a bit of looking around and went back to him with an option to make it with European Beech and he just 

loved that idea, so that is the choice of timber I used. 

I chose mostly mortise and tenon joints in the construction.  I quite like making these types of joints as I 

find them quite relaxing and they make you slow down a little.  Some of the joints where mortise and tenon 

was not the best choice (in my mind) I used dowels.  As the European Beech was quite chunky (44 mm x 

100 mm) I had plenty of room to use very large dowel (22 mm thick).  With my mortise and tenon joints, 

again because of the size of the European Beech I actually made a double tongue joint.  I believe this makes 

the joint just a little stronger as there is a bit of extra surface for the glue. 

PS: It doesn’t look that comfortable but surprisingly it is not that bad.  If you wanted to have a look at it on 

line just put “Steltman chair” into your search engine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday morning Mentoring - Neil Barras 

Completion of My First Woodworking Project 

Under the watchful eye of three mentors Charlie Camera, Martin Lawley and Colin 

Groves I recently completed my first wood working project at EDWC. It has taken 

approximately 18 months to complete due to COVID and interstate holidays when 

permissible.  

During the building of the bookshelf I was introduced to a number of important 

woodworking tools and skills. I had experience in using table saws, a hand plane, 

planner, domino joiner, clamps and the drill press. The skills associated with these 

various tools were demonstrated by my mentors and then I was able to perform them 

under supervision. 

I am greatly indebted to my three mentors for their teaching, their careful supervision 

and above all their patience. Other club members who attended on Monday mornings 

also played a significant role in welcoming and encouraging me as I stopped/started 

my way through to completion of the project. 



As a new member I volunteered to assist the club at a Sausage Sizzle at Bunning’s in 2020. I found this to be 

a valuable experience as I met other members and learnt firsthand more about the various activities of the 

club. 

In retrospect I should have joined EDWC much sooner than I did since Ivan Jones kept telling me the 

advantages of being a club member and the friendly nature of its members. 

Neil Barras 

More Carving – Hank Tyler 

During the past month I have focused on three sculptures: A pair of Hooded Plovers in Lemon-scented Gum 
measuring 20 cm high with a base 20 cm x 34 cm; a bowl in Black Walnut measuring 21 cm by 34 cm; and 
an Abstract in Osage Orange wood, twisted shape displaying wonderful grain patterns. 

 In August, I will complete the sanding to #600 and then finish with Tung oil. I am always working on a few 
spoons and spatulas in Cherry wood, Right now I have about thirty different spoon designs underway – I 
am taking my time working on these spoons to make sure that the spoon’s bowls are uniformly the same 
thickness, and always checking to make sure all the scratches are sanded out. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.      Bowl in Black Walnut, 21 cm x 34 cm 

2.      Abstract in Osage Orange, 35 cm long 

3.      Hooded Plover Pair in Lemon-scented 

Gum, base 20 cm x 34 cm,  20 cm high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDWC Market Place - For Sale:  

The club has been invited to conduct a sale of a large quantity of timber and tools including several 

small/medium band saws and a quantity of hand tools.  The timber (truck loads) includes several logs of 

slabbed silky oak and a large amount of assorted boards suitable for small projects. 

The sale will be scheduled for September and will be on site locally within the district.  Prices will be very 

favourable and restricted to EDWC members only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE  

Contact John Mentha on 9439 8766 for the following 7 items: 

Leather Carving Kit - 

$20 

Kit includes carving 

tools and various 

accessories plus many 

assorted buckles. 

 

 



 

 

Redgum Slab - $75 

35 x 350 x 1700mm 

Redgum Slab 

"FREE" 

36 x 350 x 820mm 

 

 

 

 

Rosewood Slab - $90 

45 x 280 x 1860mm 

  

Club Windcheater (size M) - $10 

Brand new - never been worn (photo doesn't 

show the true deep green). 

 

 

Pine Bench Seat Kit - $25 

Should interest one of our skilled 

carvers. Kit comprises the following: 

Seat (95 x 350 x 1100mm) 

Legs (60 x 350 x 1400mm) 

 

 

  

Blackwood Slab - $75 

    48 x 300 x 1800mm 

 



EDWC CLUB Workshop / Meeting Calendar: 

Note - There are now  scheduled openings on 1st and 3rd Tuesday nights for open workshop 

and  turning run by Brian Blethyn (turning) Peter Davey and Adrian Desfontaines ( open 

workshop).  This will advantage those who cannot turn up to daytime group meetings. 

 

 

 



Newsletter Contributions 

Thank you to: Charles Camera, John Brownrigg, Steve Hood, Jim Stockton, Neil Barras, David Green, 

Alwyn Wainwright, and Hank Tyler. 

All group leaders and individual members may contribute to the newsletter with any relevant monthly 

group report or items of interest to the club. Please make them brief and include photos where appropriate.    

Show and tell items and Sale items are welcome, with pictures if possible.  

Send to: frankc01@tpg.com.au 

Ph. 0427 964 254 
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